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The Willows Primary School

Gabrielle Deed

SENCo

Rachel Bell

Assistant SENCo

Louise Cook

Family Support Practitioner

The SEND team can be reached using office@thewillows.omat.org.uk or 01473 683178



Special educational needs and 
provision can be considered as falling 
under four broad areas: 

o Communication and interaction 
o Cognition and learning 
o Social, emotional and mental health 
o Sensory and / or physical

A pupil has SEND where 

their learning difficulty or 

disability calls for special 

educational provision, 

that is provision different 

from or additional to that 

normally available to 

pupils of the same age. 

What is a Specialist Educational Need or Disability? 



Starting school with a diagnosis or need Identification in school

Some children start school with a diagnosis or need which 

means that they require Special Educational Provision 

which has already been identified by other professionals. 

Other children may be identified during their time at 

school.

Children are carefully monitored through their daily 

performance, observations and formal and informal 

assessments. From this we can identify when a child may 

require additional support/ adaptive teaching strategies. 

•Baseline tests – Speech & Language Assessments/ Reading ages/ 

Spelling ages 

•Teacher / LSA / SENCO identification through observation

•Admission meetings 

•Parent information concerns 

•Tracking progress through interventions 

•Insight Tracking analysis 

•Phonics screening 

•Speech and language screening 

•Early Years baseline 

•Literacy assessments 

•Maths assessments 

•Pre - school assessments and liaisons between settings 

•Therapist assessments e.g. speech and language, occupational 

therapy 

•If children come into school with an Education Health and Care 

Plan or medical diagnosis already in place

How will children with Special Educational Needs be identified 

and what sorts of assessments will be completed?



How do we talk to parents/carers and involve them in their 

child’s education?

Initially, contact your child’s 

class teacher if you have any 

concerns.

The class teacher may then 

refer you to the SENCO.

Formal – these may include:

•Parent consultation meetings

•Termly review meetings

•Your views

•Inviting you in to meet with professionals

•Annual Reviews for children with an EHCP

Informal – these may include:

•Informal discussion with staff 

•Arbor messaging 

•Phone calls 

•SEN Newsletter

•Parent workshops/ coffee 

afternoons

•Home/ School Book



What arrangements are there for involving your child in 

their SEND Provision?
Formal – these may include:

• Pupil passport 

• My Views section on IEP 

(Individual Education Plan)  

• Mini Paths for EHCPs and 

Annual Reviews

Informal – these may include 

• Conversation with staff 

• Progress reviews 

• Pupil voice meetings

• Discussion with 

professionals working with 

the child



Ongoing SEND assessment may include: 

• Progress reviews
 
• A range of assessments in school and by outside 
agencies

• Pre and post - intervention assessments 
 
• Pupil views 

• Parent views 

• School assessment data tracking systems 

• Observations of the child 

What arrangements are there for assessing and reviewing 

children’s progress?



What arrangements are there for supporting children 

and young people in moving between schools? 



Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and 

development of the pupils in their class, including where pupils 

access support from teaching assistants or specialist staff’ 

[Code of Practice; June 2014: 6.36] 

This is done through:

•Graduated approach linked to assess, plan, do, review 

•Quality First Teaching / SEN Support / Education, Health and 

Care Plan 

•Provision which is ‘additional to and different from’ 

•Taking account of recommendations from specialist outside 

agencies

•Relevant research -based intervention programmes linked with 

provision guidance

What is the approach to teaching children and young 

people with SEN?



What expertise and training do staff supporting SEN have?

•All our SEND and Pastoral Support staff hold 

qualifications in a variety of SEND areas and national 

qualifications, including National Award for Special 

Educational Needs Co -ordination ( NASENCo ). 

•All school staff have received training relating to SEN

•All staff will receive specialist training when required 

and available 

•Our staff regularly attend various training programmes  

organised  by the local authority or relevant other 

professionals

In addition staff may have access to the following: 

•Specialist Teacher advice and training  

•Educational Psychologist advice 

•Speech and Language Therapist advice Occupational Therapist 

advice 

•Physiotherapist advice 

•Advice from Emotional and Well -being Mental Health Service 

•Play Therapist support 

•Home / school liaison worker 

•Outreach support 

•Support workers 

•Inclusion Facilitator advice and training  

• SENCO update meetings and specific training 

• School Nurse



How does the school invole other professionals and support Services?



How are children included in all our school 

has to offer?

All children at the school are 

included in all activities 

regardless of their level of need. 

It may be necessary for 

adjustments to be made in order 

for some children to participate 

through the use of increased 

support or specialised  equipment.

•  Quality First Teaching

• Appropriate Scaffolding

• Inclusion in activities/ Curriculum

• Appropriate resources

• Bespoke equipment advised by professionals 

• Access to before and after -school clubs

• Social skills and nurture groups

• Core learning and life skills

• Enrichment activities

• Support for school trips 

• Lunch time nurture club

• Adaptations to the curriculum 



How is the effectiveness of the provision given to the 

children with SEND evaluated?

The SENCO will look at the effectiveness of provision by tracking the 

progress of children with SEND and discuss this with the Class Teacher and 

Headteacher, using data from the following: 

 Insight 

 Evidence based Interventions 

 Outcomes of review meetings 

 Parent and Pupil views 

 Teacher reports 

 Ongoing assessment using those assessments and toolkits listed to 

identify pupils with SEND. 

This information will be used to assess whether the existing programme is 

working for a pupil and whether the level of support is still appropriate. 

When looking for interventions the SENCO will look at the Recommended 

Assessments for Identifying Pupils Needs which include some interventions 

and toolkits, take advice from Specialist Education Services and the 

Educational Psychologist (EP) and consider suggested recommended 

evidenced programmes.



What  additional support does The Willows School offer 

children to support their Communication & Interaction?



What  additional support does The Willows School offer 

children to support their Cognition and Learning?



What  additional support does The Willows School offer 

children to support their Social, Emotional and Mental Health?



What  additional support does The Willows School offer 

children with Sensory/ Physical barriers?
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